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Foreword

All praises are due to Allah, Lord of the Universe, and Salutations be upon Rasulullah
(Sallallahu alaihi wasallam). Allah Ta’ala has preserved this Deer from all discrepancies and will
continue to do so throughout time by means of Scholars. Many trials will come and the ‘Ulama will
provide solutions for, and act against these trials. One great trial today is an ideology and effort
which can remove the general masses from the following of authentic Scholarship, whereas this is a
command of Allah Ta’ala and something passed down from the first generation of Muslims up until
today. Allah Ta’ala says, “O you who believe obey Allah, his Messenger and those of authority
amongst you.” Swura Nisaa, verse 59. The Mufassireen have mentioned that this refers to the Scholars
(Tafseer Tabari). The Sabaabah followed Rasulullah (Sallallahu alaihi wasallam), the Taabi'een followed
the Sabaabah, and the Tab’ Taabi'een ftollowed the Taabi'een. This duin of Knowledge remained
unbroken till today. The ‘Ulama have prescribed the complete way of following this Deen after
studious and in-depth research of the sources of Shariah, namely the Qur’aan, Hadith, Ijmaa’ and
Qiyaas. 'This is not something any layman can, is capable of, or obliged to do. The ‘Ulama also
understood the Deen better, as they were closer to the era of Rasulullah (Sallallahu alaihi wasallam).
Every layman cannot involve himself in the deep and intricate study of all the sciences of Deen, which
is why Allah Ta’ala has mentioned in Sura Tawba, Ayah 122 that only a group may take up this task.

We, at Darul Uloom New York, in order to keep this pristine Deer in its original form, under
the supervision of Shaykh Arshad Madani; Teacher of Hadith in the great seminary of India, Darul
Uloom Deoband and the President of Jamiatul Ulama, have taken up the task of translating a
number of booklets. These booklets were given to us by the Shaykh and translated by the students of
Darul Uloom New York. We hope that this will prove beneficial for the general masses and remove
the confusion that has been created.

We are of the opinion that the Ablus Sunnah wal Jamaa'ah are on the correct path; and they
comprise of those who follow Authentic Scholarship, which include the four Imams of Figh (Islamic
Jurisprudence), namely Imam Abu Hanifah, Imam Malik, Imam Shafr’i; and Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal
(Rahimahumullah). Although they may differ in many cases, all are correct in their effort to understand,

implement, and present Deex.

The original articles discuss in detail, proofs of specific Masaa’i/ that are generally followed by
the Hanafi School of Thought This work is aimed towards educating the masses of the authenticity of
their position and not to create friction, strife, and debates. As we are human, we are prone to err,
therefore if anyone were to point out our mistakes, we would be ever grateful. Inshaa-Allah in the
future we plan to reprint them omitting those errors. May Allah Ta’ala accept this effort and grant us
all the true understanding of Deen. Aameen.

Translation Committee
Darul Uloom New York



In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Beneficent

All praise is for Allab, the Lord of the Universe, and Peace and Salutations be upon
Rasulullah (Sallallabu alibi wasallam)

What 1s the ruling regarding congregants reciting Surah A/l-Fatiha behind
the Imam? Regarding this, there are two kinds of narrations found in the
Abaadith. In some narrations, it has been emphasized to recite Surah Al
Fatihah and in other narrations it has been prohibited to recite anything
behind the Iwam. Now, because of this, there have been many differences
amongst the jurists of the Ummah in regards to reciting Surah Al-Fatibah or
any other Swrah. According to Imam Abu Hanifah (r), reciting behind the
Imam in Salaah is not permissible, whether it be Surah Al-Fatibah or any other
Surah. There are numerous narrations in the .Abaadith which substantiate this,
which we will present shortly. According to Imam Malik (r), Imam Ahmad
bin Hanbal (r), Imam Sufyan Thauri (r), Abdullah bin Mubarak (r), and
others, to recite behind the Imam is not Wajib (obligatory) nor is it Mustahab
(recommended), and this 1s one of the narrations of Imam Shaf1’ (r). One of
Imam Shaf1’s other narrations is that the Mugtadi will recite Surah Al-Fatibah.
(A-Mughni Ii ibn Qudamah 1/329)

The followers of each of the Four Imams (four juristic schools of
thought) act according to the verdict of their Imam. None of them criticizes
the others in any way. Today unfortunately, many who label themselves as
upholders of the Qur’an and Swwnah present the interpreted or abrogated
Abhadith to the general Muslims, causing confusion and doubt in their Salaab.
They severely criticize the Imams, especially Imam Abu Hanifah (r) and his
followers. Sometimes they criticize the respected companions of Rasulullah
(Sallallahu alihi wasallam). This is why we have decided to present this topic
to the public with correct, authentic, and reliable sources. First, we will
present narrations of three Sahabah (RA) proving the authenticity of
recitation of Swurah Al-Fatibah behind the Imam. Thereafter, we will discuss
how they were abrogated, and then we will present ten narrations of the
Sahabah relating to the impermissibility of reciting behind the Iwam. The
ruling of reciting Surah Al-Fatibah behind the Imam was relevant only before



the revelation of verse number 204 in Surah Al-A'raaf. After that verse was
revealed, the ruling of reciting behind the Imam was abrogated.'

The narrations of the three Companions related to the
recitation of Surah al-Fatihah
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1) Abu Hurairah (RA) narrates that Rasulullah (Sallallahu alithi wasallam)
saild: ““The one who performed Salaah and did not recite Surah Al-
Fatibah therein then i1t (Salaah) 1s incomplete (Rasulullah (Sallallahu alihi

wasallam) said this three times).” It was said to Abu Hurairah “What if
we are behind the Imam (meaning as a Mugtadi)?” He replied: “Recite it

in your mind.” (Muslim 1/169, Tirmizi 1/71)
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2) Abu Sa’eed al Khudri (RA) said, “We were ordered by Rasulullah
(Sallallahu alihi wasallam) to recite Surah Al-Fatihah and whatever that is
easy.” (Abu-Dawnd 1/118, page: 1818)
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3) ‘Ubaadah bin Saamit (RA) relates, “Rasullulah (Sallallahu alihi wasallam)
prayed Fajr (Salaah) with us and reciting became difficult for him, so
when he completed the Salaam, he asked, ‘Do you recite behind mer’
We replied: “Yes, O Rasulullah’ Then he said, ‘Don’t recite except the

Fatihah of the book (Quran), because there is no Sa/aah for the one who
does not recite it.”” (Tahaawi 1/128)

' For the purpose of clarification, we state again that this is the view of the Hanafi school of
thought which will be substantiated with proofs. Others hold the opposite view using proofs as
well. We are not presenting this to debate, disregard, disrespect or negate other opinions but merely
to establish ours.



Prohibition of the Mugtadi reciting behind the Imam.

Quran:
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Allah T’aala says, “And when the Quran is recited, listen attentively to it and
be silent, so that you may receive mercy. (Surah Al-A'raaf Verse: 204)

Before this verse was revealed, the congregants used to recite behind
the Imam. After its revelation, the command of reciting behind the Imam was
abrogated. Now, only the Imam and the person who prays individually can
recite while praying. We present to the readers numerous Abaadith on the

prohibition of reciting behind the Iman.

The narrations of Ten Companions concerning the prohibition of
reading Surah AIFAl-Fatihah behind the Imam.
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1) Abu Musa al Ash’ari (RA) narrates (in a lengthy hadith), “Rasulullah
(Sallallahu alihi wasallam) advised us, and he clarified for us our Sunnats

and he taught us our Salaah, then he said “When you perform Salaah,
establish your rows, then one of you should lead the others, so then

when (the Imam) makes Takbeer, then make Takbeer. In another

narration, Rasulullah (Sallallahu alihi wasallam) said ‘and when he (the
Imam) recites, remain silent.”” (Muslim 1/173 page: 303-404, Ibn Majah/
61 page: 740)
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2) Abdullah ibn Masu'd (RA) relates, “We used to recite behind Rasulullah
(Sallallahu alihi wasallam) then he said “You are making the Quran



confusing to me.” (Tahaawi 1/128, 281, Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah 3/270,
274)
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3) Abu Hurairah (RA) relates, “Rasulullah (Sallallahu alihi wasallam) said

‘Indeed the Imam has been appointed to be followed, so when he
recites, listen carefully.” (Tabaawi 1/128 page 1257)
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Abu Hurairah (RA) narrates that, Rasullulah (Sallallahu alihi wasallam)
said “Indeed, the Imam has been appointed to be followed, so when he

does Takbeer, all of you should do Takbeer, and when he recites, remain
silent.” (Ibn Majah page 61, Dar Qutni 1/321, Sunan Al Kubra of Imam
Nasaai 1/320)
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4) Imran bin Husain (RA) relates, “Rasullulah (Sallallhu alaithi wasallam)
lead Zubr Salaah. When he gave Salaam, he said, ‘Did anyone amongst
you recite Surah Al-A’la’, so one man amongst the people said ‘I did’,
then Rasulullah (Sallallahu alathi wasallm) replied ‘Indeed I have noticed
that some of you have confused me during my recitation.”” (This 1s the
silent Zubr Salaah in which the Mugtadi 1s prevented from reciting).
(Musannaf ibn Abi Shaibah 1/376, 3/273, page: 3797, Sunanul Kubra of
Nasaai 1/318, page: 989, Muslim 1/172, page: 398)
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Jabir bin Abdullah (RA) narrates from Rasulullah (Sallallahu alihi
wasallam) that indeed he said, “Anyone who prayed and did not recite Surah
Al-Fatibah therein, then it 1s as if he has not prayed, except behind the Imaan.
(Because behind the Imaam, a person is not allowed to recite Surah Al-
Fatibah), Imam Tirmizi relates that this Hadith is Hasan and Sabih. (Lirmizi
1/71 page: 313, Tahaawi 1/128, 1/282, page: 1265)

(4 d.s&f‘Mwobuﬂ)&\}dd;\}ﬁé(b\dO\.{w:}fd\év_l.ﬂj

Malik bin Isma’il(r) narrates from Hasan bin Saalih(r) from Abu
Zubair(r) from Jabir(RA) who relates that Rasulullah (Sallallahu alihi

wasallam) said, “For every person who has an Iwam, the recitation of

the Imam is his recitation.” (Musannaf ibn Abi Shaibah 3/282, page: 3823)
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5) Anas (RA) reported that after Rasulullah (Sallallahu alihi wasallam)
performed Salaah, he turned his face and asked “Do you recite while the
Imam is reciting?” The Sabhabah remained silent, so he asked them thrice,

then they replied, “Indeed we do,” so he said “Don’t do so”. (Tabaaw:
1/128)
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60) Abu Darda (RA) relates that a man asked “O Rasulullah, is there

>

recitation of the Quran in every Salah?” He replied “Yes;” so a man
from the Ansaar said, “It is obligatory;” so Abu Darda (RA) said, “I
think that when the Imam is leading the people, then his recitation
suffices for them.” (Tahaawi 1/127, Sunanul Kubra of Imam Nasaai 1/320)
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Naafr’ (RA) narrates that “Whenever Abdullah ibn Umar (RA) would
be questioned, “Can anyone recite behind the Iman?” He would
reply, “When one of you prays behind the Imaam, the recitation of
the Imaam will sutfice him, and when he prays alone, he should

recite.” Naafi’ also said, “Abdullah ibn Umar would not recite behind
the Imaam.” (Muwatta Imam Maalik/ 29, Tahaawi 1/284)
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7) Muhammad bin ‘Ijlaan (RA) narrated that Umar bin Al-Khattab (RA)

said: “If only (I wish) a rock was (placed) in the mouth of the one who
recites behind the Imam." (Muwatta Imam Muahammad/ 102)
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8) Saad bin Abi Waqqas (RA) said, "I wish a piece of charcoal were placed
in the mouth of the person who recites behind the Imam.” (Muwatta
Imam Mubhammad/ 101)

Besides the narrations of these ten companions (RA), there are six
other/more narrations of the Companions from, ‘Ali (RA), ‘Abdullah bin
Bahina (RA), ‘Abdullah bin Abbas (RA), Zaid bin Aslam (RA), Shaddad bin
IThaad (RA), and Zaid bin Thaabit (RA), regarding the prohibition of reciting
behind the Iam. These are in Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaibah, Musnad Ahmad,
Dar Qutni, Musannaf Abdur Razzaaq, Muwatta Imam Muhammad, Tahaaw,
Musnad bin Abi Ya’la as well as other books.



The Fatwa (verdict) of the Khulafaa (successors)
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Musa bin ‘Ugbah (RA) narrates that Rasulullah (Sallallahu alihi

wasallam), Abu Bakr (RA), Umar (RA), and Uthmaan (RA) used to prohibit
recitation behind the Imam. (Musannaf Abdur Razzag 2/139, page: 281)

An Analysis of the Narrations Proving Permissibility

The narrations of Abu Musa al Ash’art (RA), ‘Imran bin Husain (RA),
Jabir (RA) and Abu Hurairah (RA) (in favor of prohibition), narrated by
Sahih Muslim and Musannaf ibn Abi Shaibah, are Sabih narrations. Other

narrations have also supported them.

The narrations of the three Sahabah (in favor of recitation) have been
abrogated. Now, putting forward both types of narrations and analyzing
them, one can draw a clear and evident conclusion that the Mugtadi will not
recite behind the Iam, and this is the preferred view of the A/~Abnaaf.

(1) In those narrations which mention reciting Surah Faatibah behind the
Imam, it 1s not clearly narrated directly from Rasulullah (Sallallahu alihi
wasallam) that one should recite Swrah Al-Fatibah behind the Imam, but
recitation is mentioned 1n general. A possible corroboration of these
seemingly contradicting narrations can be that when a person is performing
Salaah alone, or he 1s an Imam, then it is obligatory for him to recite, but if he

1s a Mugtadi, he 1s not commanded to recite.

(2) After a thorough analysis of both narrations, we come to know that the
narrations of reciting behind the Imam were before the revelation of the verse
of Surah Al-A'raaf. Before the revelation of the verse it was permissible to
speak, give salaam and for the Mugtadi to recite in Salaah. The second type of
narrations were after the revelation of the verse, and because of this the
Mugtadi has been prohibited from giving or responding to salaam, talking, or
reciting. In this way, the correct interpretation of both types of narrations are
corroborated and both are accepted without contradiction. Otherwise, it



would have been necessary for us to say that one of the two types of
narrations is a false, whilst the other type 1s correct. However, this 1s not the

casc.

The result we achieve from this is that the verse of the Quran and the
Abadith of Rasulullah (Sallallahu alithi wasallam) both establish the command
to not recite behind the Imam. Therefore, the Muslims should not be in any
doubt or confusion because of the Ghair- Mugallideen or any others who

present the narrations which have already been abrogated.

May Allah Ta'ala grant us the ability to understand and implement to the best
of our abilities..Amzeen.



